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Samuel, Son & Co Limited Fined $160,000 After Worker Killed 

 
BURLINGTON, ON – Samuel, Son & Co. Limited, a Mississauga metal processor and 
distributor, was fined $160,000 today after a worker was killed. 
 
On August 10, 2010, at the company’s Burlington plant, worker was cutting bands that held a 
bundle of steel coils together when one of the coils tipped over, crushing the worker.  
 
The coils were 12 inches wide and five feet high and weighed over 10,000 pounds each. The 
bundle was in a cradle made up of slanted walls, and it was resting on a buggy used to move the 
coils up, down and onto a production line.  
 
When cutting apart bundles of coils, workers should be in a safe position away from the face of 
the bundle. The buggy should also be in the down position, allowing the bundle to rest on the 
walls of the cradle, and the bundle should be resting entirely on the buggy. 
 
At the time of the incident, the worker cutting the bands was standing in the face of the coils 
being cut and the buggy was in the raised position, preventing the bundle from resting on the 
walls of the cradle. Additionally, only a portion of the bundle of coils was resting on the buggy. 
 
A trial determined that training provided by the company on how to safely disband, position and 
move coils was not sufficient, and the operating procedures for the equipment in question did not 
address known hazards. 
 
Samuel, Son & Co. Limited was found guilty of failing to provide information, instruction and 
supervision on how to safely position, move and disband coils being processed on a slitting 
machine.  
 
The fine was imposed by Justice of the Peace Denis Lee. In addition to the fine, the court 
imposed a 25-per-cent victim fine surcharge as required by the Provincial Offences Act. The 
surcharge is credited to a special provincial government fund to assist victims of crime. 
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For further information: 
 
Media contact: 
Bruce Skeaff  
Ministry of Labour 
416-326-7405 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Court Information at a Glance 

 
Location: Ontario Court of Justice 
 2021 Plains Rd. E. 
 Burlington, Ontario 
  
Judge: Justice of the Peace Denis Lee 
  
Date of Sentencing: June 16, 2014 
 
Defendant: Samuel, Son & Co. Limited 
 
Matter: Occupational health and safety 
  
Conviction: Occupational Health and Safety Act, Section 25(2)(a) 
   
Crown Counsel: Line Forestier  
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